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- A◻Avenge aot your Il elues 


* 


to the higheſt Perfection of Piety 
and Charity, of Duty to God, and 
Good Will towards Men, is yet diſtinguiſh'd 
from the reſt by a remarkable tender com- 


| HE Precept of this Text, tho' in 
company of many other, which tend 


pellation with which it is introduc'd, together 


with a very ſolemn charge by which it is 
concluded. Dearly Beloved, ſays St. Paul, 
Avenge not your ſelves ; but rather give place 
unto Wrath : For it i written, Vengeance is 
Mine ; I will repay, ſaith the Lord. As if he 
had ſaid, © You Chriſtians of Rome, the 
* place of the beſt Senſe, as well as beſt Man- 
„ners in the World; I conjure you by that 
* Love which I bear towards you, and con- 
&* ſequently by that Love which you ſhould 
„All bear towards one another; Be not your 
on Judges, much leſs your own Execu- 
« tioners, in a caſe of Quarrel. Should ſuch 
* unfortunately happen, give place immedi- 
« ately to your own ; and 'till Redreſs can 
regularly be had, to your Brother's Wrath. 
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For remember that *tis no bare plauſible 
* Opinion, no verbal Report, nor current 
Tradition of Religion, that Vengeance 3s 
© Goda”s Prerogative. No: *tis plainly writ- 
“ ten, and daily may be read in Holy Scrip- 
« ture, that This Eternally belongs to Him. 
F If any manner of Retaliation be ever ne- 
« ceflary, He aſſumes that ſolely to Himſelf. 
* Accordingly he has commited an Autho- 
„ rity to his Vice-gerents upon Earth, im- 
“ powering them to bear the Sword, to bear 
«© it not in vain, but to execute Wrath in 
His Name, and by regular courſe of Juſt- 
ice, upon every one that doeth, upon 
every one that ſpeaketh Evil. This is a 
juſt Paraphraſe of our Apoſile's Precept: by 
Him undoubtedly directed againſt all Caſes of 
Quarrel ; and thereupon abſolutely enjoyn- 
ing, that, for the greateſt Injury receiv'd, no 
private Perſon ſhonld preſume to return the 
leaſt. With how much more Reaſon then, 
may this Injun&ion now be urg'd, againſt 
thoſe who exact the greateſt Penalty for the 
leaſt Offence ? Thoſe, who by their own 
unauthoriz'd Sentence, for every petty Diffe- 
rence in Word or Deed, immediately con- 
demn their Adverfary to capital Puniſhment : 
Nor this only, but they are ſo ſavage as to 
execute it with their own Hand. This is 
that pernicious practice, which, by perverting 
an Inſtitution once intended for a] ä 
an 
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and Noble End, is now falſly known by the 
Name of Duel. This is that wild deciſion 
of the private Sword ; That effort of miſta- 
| ken and unmanly Courage; exerted always 

againſt true Honour, which it boaſts ſo much, 
as well as againſt true Religion, which it lit- - 
tle minds. 


Could the trath of thefe Reflexions have 
been engraven deeply, as it ought, in the 
Mind of every well-bred Perfon ; or, in de- 
fault of this, could it be bound upon all 
Mens Memory, by ſome wholeſome Law 3 
fo Great a Man had not now falPn in Iſrael 3 
So Unſeaſonable, as well as Black, a Tragedy, 
had not now wounded the Ears, both of 
Prince and People : The Hand which to Fo- 
reign Courts was commiſſion d with the Olive 
Branch had not now fill'd them, ſo untimely, 
with a contrary Surprize : The Blood of War 
had not been now ſhed in Peace; nor Abner 
died as a Fool dieth, 


It may not be amiſs therefore to take fome 
ſeaſonable advantage of theſe ſad Impreſſions. 
While every Generous Breaſt is now preaching 
to it ſelf, and deploring, in many lively 
Thoughts, the Miſchiefs of ungovern'd Rage 
1 humbly propoſe the collecting of all theſe 
under one diſtinct View : and that by the ad- 
vantage of our Apoſtle's Rule; Avenge not 

your 


a” 


1 


your ſelves. To this end I ſhall confine my 
ſelf to the Two Heads I have already hinted, 
and ſhall endeavour in the following Diſcourſe 
to ſhew, Tn 


I. That the Avenging not our ſelves is really 
conſiſtent with true Honour: And, 


Il. That the contrary cannot poſſibiy be con- 
ſiſtent with true Religion. 


I. Therefore I am to ſhew, That the Aveng- 
ing not our ſelves is a Thing really conſiſtent 
with true Honour, In order to this, it will 
here be proper to obſerve, that true Honour 
is either Natural or Civil; or that which, 
being founded in one or both of theſe, may 
be term'd Perſonal Honour. Natural Honour 
is that which belongs to every Man, as he 
is a Rational Creature ; as he is the High 
Offspring, Image, and Similitude of God his 
Maker; and conſequently as he is inveſted 
with a certain State and Dignity of Nature, 
reſulting from ſo great an Excellence. Civil 
Honour is that which belongs to Men, as they 
are Members of a Community, and as, by 
the Conſtitution of any Regular Government, 
they are united under one Sovereign Head. 
For on Sovereign Heads God, who is the Au- 
thor of all Order, has from Himſelf deriv'd, 
together with their Authority, a plenitude of 

| | 5 Worldly 
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Worldly Honour. And from hence, as from 
its firſt Fountain in this World, Honour is 
again deriv'd, according to the Favour and 
Wiſdom of the Prince, by different channels, 
to all Ranks of Men: In large and noble 

Streams to thoſe who are next the Throne, 
but in proportions ſtill leſs and leſs to thoſs 
who are fartheſt from it. Perſonal Honour 
is that Mark of Value and Eſteem which, in 

the Eye of the World, every Perſon is entit- 
led to, who adorns any ſtate of Life to which 
he is call'd ; or anſwers any Obligation 
which is expected from him. It is the ſame 
thing with Honeſty, as it proceeds from our 
own inward Senſe of Duty ; but as it ariſes 

from the Senſe of Mankind, obſerving how 
we acquit this, it is the ſame with Reputatiom. 


Of theſe three ſorts of Honour we may 
obſerve, That the two former are clear and 
certain, while the latter only is the quarrel- 
ſom and diſputed Right. Natural Honour- 
is plainly ſeen in the right Reaſon, the fair 
Diſcourſe, and open Countenance of a Man. 
Civil Honour eminently is diſtinguiſh'd by 
the Titles and Privileges which it claims. But 
Perſonal Honour, having no true open Teſt, 
or Mark of its Reality, is therefore always 
meaſur d by two very fallacious Rules, our 
own, and other Men's Opinion. | 


Again; 
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Again; The Honour of the two > former 
more eſtabliſt*d ſorts has fall'n under the 
Apoſtie's Care: Natural Honour, in that Pre- 
cept which commands us to Honour all Mes; 
and Civil Honour, in that known Paſſage 
which reminds us of paying Honour to — : 
Honour ir due. But as for Perſonal Honour, 
tis that for which St. Pau! was not at ali 
Sollicitous. He enjoins us indeed to Merit 
ic, by providing things Honeſt in the fight of 
all Mer : But the Payment of it is what He 
adviſes us do overlook ; eſteeming each other 


better than ourſelves 3 and 7 in . , 
ore another. ; 


} 


This being the al; it cannot be enough a 
deplor'd, that againſt. the Reaſon of t ge 
Thing, and the Advice of fo good a Judge, _ 
the Certain fhould be fo often Szerited to the | 
Uncertain Honour: That the high undoubted | 
Honour of Human Nature, together with the | 
Honours of the Civil State, ſhould be defac'd 
in the Quarrels of that Perſonal Honour, 
which is ſo liable to Queſtion and Diſpute. 
Very liable indeed it is to innumerable Que- 
ſtions and Diſputes ; and theſe very often 
drawn into unhappy Conſequence. The Rea- 
ſon is, becauſe ſome Men call their own 
Pride and their own Revenge by the Name 
of Honour; and fo require more Degrees, 
and more Inſtances of Honour than to their 

| Perſon 


% 
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— —— 


© before the QUEEN. 59 


— 


again on the other ſide, through Malice and 
Ill Manners, are apt to with-hold that Honour 


which is another's due. But whenever good 


Men underſtand themſelves and their own 


Rank aright, they know too that they are, 


on all ſides, carefully ſecurd from every 
Degree of Injury, or Affront. For nothing 


affecting their good Name, and, by means 
of their Name, their Intereſt, can ever be 


baſely thrown upon them ; but the Law, in 


ſuch caſes, has provided a proper Remedy. 
Here only lies the unhappy Difficulty ; that 


Men of Birth affect a Military Character: 


And with thoſe of Military Character its 


irkſome to wait the Verdict of the Law. 
Courage is one great Ingredient of good 
Souldiery : And it might ſeem to Impeach 
their Courage ſhould they attempt their Vin- 
dication by thoſe formal Steps. With them 


therefore it is too frequent to become their 
own Avengers ; and to Summon, at all Ad- 


ventures, the Guilty, and Not Guilty Party, 
to the Tryal of the Sword. Which reſolute 
and enormous Pafs when any one has once 
raſhly made ; he has, in that very Fact, 
renounc'd his Remedy in the Law ; and with 
that too his Honour which the Law inſures 
him. It concerns therefore his yet faultleſs 


Adverſary not to be ſo Prodigal of hz ; but 
to endeavour, according to St. Pauls very 


B zealous 
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zealous Admonition, if it be poſſible, and as 
much as in him lieth, to keep the Peace. For 


let no Man imagine that his Courage only 
is concern'd to Guard him againſt theſe At- 
tacks. Conduct as well as Courage is the 
Souldier's Character 3 and his Conduct may 


be really ſhewn in extricating himſelf dex- 


troufly from a Perſonal Rencounter, as well 
as from Superior Numbers, or an Ambuſh in 
the Field. To this purpoſe He may employ 


a Witty, a Diſcreet, or (if that is not all 


Mens Talent) a Soft well-manner'd Anſwer. 
Solomor's approv'd Remedy for turning away 
the fierceſs Wrath. Beſides this, ſame remark- 
able diſparity of the Stakes may not unoften, 
and not improperly, be obſerv'd. A Man 
may fairly plead the 
his Life, and the -Suffrior value of his Per- 
ſon, as to Fortune, or Edncation, or the 


Service of his Prince. And fo his Civil Ho- 


nour, inſtead of falling with his Perſon), 
ſhall come in very ſeaſonably to its Suecour 
and Relief, Bur after all, if unavoidable 
hazard of Life, and extreme Violence ſhall 


enſue ; this at laſt is an Attack upon the 


Natural Honour of a Man; and will prefently 

excuſe Him who has wav'd it with his ut- 

moſt Care. With Him the caſe then .alters 

from Duel to Self-Defence. He is then un- 

der the moſt unfortunate Neceſſity of Killing 

or being KuYPd : And which, in the _ 
| | at 


reater importance f 


n 
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ſtated Circumſtances, is the leaſt of the two 
Evils, not Conſcience, but Nature is the 
Judge. ER, LY 


Thus much in deference to the Sword, and 
to thoſe who wear it, as they ought, in De- 

tence of their Prince, their Country, and 
Themſelves. But it muſt here be carefully 
remember'd that Religion permits no farther, 
If ſtern Military Honour is not ſatisfy'd with 
this ; if it ſtill reſolutely inſiſts, that One 
muſt as raſhly Accept, as Another has raſhly 
Challeng'd ; it both muſt neceſſarily meet 
with equal Impatience, and with .mutual thirſt 
of Blood, we cannot then.conſent to change 
Right into Wrong, nor Subſcribe to an Ho- 
nour of this imaginary Sort, On the con- 


trary we deſire them to obſerve that this is 


certainly an Honour which never proceeded from 
God ; but which cometh of Men only : And 
this, not of all Men neither; not of the 
Good, the Wiſe, the truly Great ; but only 
of ſome few among that valiant Rank, eſta- 


bliſhing ſtrange Maxims to themſelves. To 


them therefore it may be reply'd in the 
Language of the Goſpel, Ie Honour yourſelves ; 


your Honour ir nothing. But let them go again 


to St. John Baptiſt, as we read their Prede- 
ceſſors did; and by him they will be told 
their Duty in three very proper Inſtances : 
Do Violence ta no Man : neither accuſe any 

B 2 falſly : 
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falſly : and be content with your Wages. Let 
thoſe old Inſtructions be ſtill carefully ob- 
ſerv'd: Let us all learn from the Souldier's 
Charge, to know our ſelves, to remember 
our Condition, and, under that Guard, to 
be inoffenſive both in Word and Deed; and 
then we ſhall have no unhappy occaſion for 
inſiſting on their new Principles of Honour. 
Other Principles of Honour will then take 
Place: Principles which will be allow'd as 
ſoon as heard ; and which need neither the 
Wiſdom of Solomon, nor the Authority of 
Holy Scripture for ſtamping them with the 
Mark of Truth. Such is that of the Pro- 
verbs (16. 32.) He that is flow to Anger is 
| better than the Mighty : And he that ruleth bie 
1 Spirit, than he that taloth a City. And again # 
(19. 11.) The diſcretion of a Man deferreth | 
| his Anger. And it is his Glory to paſs over 4 M1 
li Tranſgreſſuon. Thus much therefore for the 
firſt Part of the Diſcourſe, in which the | 
Avenging not ourſelves was to be repre» 


—_ as really conſiſtent with true Honour. 
Fat, 


II. We are now farther to obſerve, That . . 

the contrary is indeed abſolutely inconſiſtent 
with true Religion. And here a new Proceſs {| 
muſt begin. We paſs now from the Diſho- 
nour, to the Irreligion of a Del. A Black 

and heavy Charge is now neęceſſary ” be 

| 5 rawn 
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before the QUE EN. 13 
drawn up: Let this, as a determent only from 
what may hereafter happen : Not as an Ar- 
raignment of any one paſt Offender, from 
the beginning of the World. To the Dead, 
to thoſe who are irrecoverably falPn by this, 
or any other Sin, we have no Commiſſion. 
They are in the Hands of an Al-merciful and 


All. juſt God: They are receiv'd into a State 


that will never change: They are as much 


beyond our Cenſure, as they are incapable 


of our Relief. But the Living, the Living, 


they perhaps may hear, and be preſerv'd 


from the horrible Guilt we are now implead- 
ing. For if Men can poſſibly be adjur'd by 
all the Good of this, or of the other World; 

by their Relation to their Family, their Conn- 
try, or their Prince ; by their Intereſt m God, 
and the Value of their Immortal Soul ; 
Theſe, all thefe, are the Conſiderations that 
ſhould reſtrain them, when under a Temp- 
tation to this Crime. A Crime indeed we 
call it, though tis a Complication of Crimes, 


many more than One: No leſs than Murder, 


and Self-Murder, and the Aggravations of 
them Both. Tis true, the effect of Duc//ing 
is not always quite ſo Tragical ; becauſe there 
is a good Providence which Governs the 
World, and which reſtrains the Sons of Vio- 
lence from the evil they are ready to commit. 
But while each aims with Fury at the Life 
of each, they Both have Reaſon to expert 

| | i what- 
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what Both intend. © Though therefore the 
Event be ſometimes leſs, yet the Guilt of the 
whole ought always to be fully charg'd: And 
this, as it may be drawn up in the two fol- 
lowing Particulars » Firſt, That, by attempt- 
ing to commit a Murder, the Duelliſt uſurps 
God's vindictive Juſtice in this World. And 
Secondly, that by riſquing a Self. murder He 
deſies the ſame juſtice on himſelf in the World 


Firſt, By attempting to commit a Murder, 
the Duelliſt uſurps God's Vindictive Juſtice in 
this World. Vengeance, or Vindictive Juſt- 
ice, is the infliction of due Puniſhment upon 
all Offences, more eſpecially ſuch, as are in- 

tolerable to the Order, and Society of the 
World. But now God being, in Truth, the 
Proprietor of the World, and the Author of 
that Order in which tis ſettled, He there- 
fore, as ſuch, lays claim to Vengeance, as to 
his own ſingular Prerogative, This St. Paul 
obſerves in the Verſe of the Text, from an 
Aſſertion of that kind in Deuteronomy : And 
from the ſame it is, that the like Obſervation 
is made by the Holy Pſalwiſt, who once Prays 
to God in vertue of this Attribute; redoub- 
ling the Ex preſſion ; and thereby declaring 
the peculiar Right which God has to Ven- 
geance. O God, ſays he, to whom Vengeance 
lelonget i: Thou God to whom Vengeance be- 

Oe. * * 
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longeth, ſhew by ſelf. Now when Vengeance 


is to be executed upon any one whole Nation, 
God uſually exerts this, either by the Arms 


of ſome Neighbouring People, or by with- 
Holding the Fruits of the Earth, or by infe&- 
ing the Air with Sickneſs : Whence we have 
thoſe three Inſtances of God's Vengeance fo 
often mentioned in Holy Scripture, the Sword, 
the Famine, or the Peſtilence. But when the 
ſame Divine Vengeance is due not to Nati- 
ons, but to Perſons ; then God has commit- 
ted Vengeance, in eſpecial Truft, to thoſe 
who, in any Nation, are the Vicegerents of 
His Power. Theſe therefore are defcribed by 
St. Paul as the Miniſters of God, bearing the 
Sword not in vain: but as Revengers to execute 
Wrath upon him that doth Evil. Upon this 
Account it is that God's Juſtice and Honour 
are both Safe when his Prerogative is thus 
confin'd to Hands of his own appointment. 
The Judgment they ſhall give is for that 


Reaſon acknowledg'd in Holy Scripture to 


be, not theirs, but God's, And this not im- 
properly, becauſe they, like Moſes the firſt 


Sovereign of the Jewiſh People, are in the 


N. God. Nor this only, but in a Phraſe 
of the. Old Teſtament, obſerv'd by our Bleſ- 


ſed Saviour, they are call'd expreſly Gods. 
Gods; that is Godlike Powers, diſtributing the 
ſevereſt Juſtice in the calmeſt manner{ without 
Pride, or paſſionate Revenge. But now how 

enormous 
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enormous muſt the thing appear, for any pri- 
vate, but revengeful. Perſon, to call himſelf 
God, to put himſelf in the ead of God, and 
to execute the Judgment which is God's, in 
ation to all regular Authority for ſo 
doing ? How flagitious is the Crime, of ven- 
turing on this High Treafon againſt the Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven, and defacing God's Image, 
not only not with, but againſt his expreſs 
Command ? For certainly as much Difference 
as there is betwixt Right and Wrong, True 
and Falſe, Good and Evil, ſo much there 
likewiſe is betwixt Blood regularly and irre- 
gularly Spilt. When Blood is ſpilt regularly, 
whether it be the Blood of War, as the Scrip- 
ture terms it, or whether it be the Blood of 
Civil Juſtice 3 the quantity of this, though 
never fo great, though never ſo ſhocking to 
the Eye of Pity, yet is not, for all that, of- 
fenſive to right Reafon : It makes no Cry, 
no Clamonr, no Appeal in its own Defence. 
But on the contrary, when the Blood but 
of one ſingle Life is ſpilt upon the Ground 
irregularly, it never ceaſes crying from thence 
to Heaven, and calling for Vengeance upon 
the ſhedder of it. Thus it was in the Cafe 
of the firſt Murder, that of Abel : And thus 
was occaſion given to that ſtrict notorious 
Law, not declar'd by God, like others of the 
Old Teſtament, to one Nation only, but by 
Him promulg'd univerſally to all the = - 
| Noah : 


before the QUE EN. 17 
Noah : Whoſo' ſheddeth Man's Blood, by Mar 
ſhall his Blood be ſhed. By Man ſhall his 
Blood be ſhed. The Expreſſion is very re- 
markable; and implies , that this Original 
Law is no bare Declaration of God's Pleaſure. 
It is not one of thoſe matters which is or- 
dinarily reſerv'd for the Inquiry of the Great 
Day, and the judgment of the World to 
come. No: It is a Law which the Sovereign 
Creator will have executed in this preſent 
Life. In purſuance of this therefore Man is 
fully Commiſhon'd to inguire for the Blood 
of Man. And whenever there is any failure 
in the iſſue of this Inquiſition ; either becauſe 
the Fact did not appear, or, the Fact appear- 
ing, becauſe Juſtice was perverted ; there, 
we ſee, God often ſteps in Himſelf ; and ſtirs 
up the Hand of ſome private Perſon, to exe- 
cute that Wrath which the Publick has not 
duly done : And thus, by the ſecret Methods 
of his Juſtice, He puniſhes perhaps two Per- 
ſons who have eſcap'd the Laws of Men; 
the Murderer, and the Murdered, for their 
proper Sins. No thoughtful Perſon can have 
liv'd long in this World, but He muſt have 
made frequent Obſervations of this Nature 
to himſelf. And for the ſame Reaſon He 
muſt have calld to mind likewiſe another 
remarkable Expreſſion of Holy Scripture, viz. 
That the Blood-thirſly Man ſhall not live out 
half his Days. Some —__ there are, 8 
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like the Firſt Murderer, are Exceptions to the 
Fact of this. But then, like Him too, they 
are ſad Monuments of its Truth in another 
Senſe. - For they carry within their Breaſt 2 
never ceaſing Puniſhment ; and ſuffer, even 
by their own Sentence, Ten Thouſand Deaths 
They lead an uneaſy Life, to which they ac» 
knowledge they have no Right: And becauſe 
they are ſhin by no Man, they think euery 
Mar ſhall flay them. Strange ! that ſo many 
fad Examples ſhould not Pall this inhuman 
Appetite ; and cure every Paſſionate Avenger 
of his Thirſt for Blood ! =” Wo 


But ſince this will not do; Let ſuch an 
One but ſtep to any Court of Juſtice ; thoſe 
more eſpecially which are held fo laudably 
in this Land. There let him obferve with 
what form the Magiſtrate proceeds againſt the 
Life of the moſt notorious Criminal. Let 
him there take notice with what. Patience, 
and what Tenderneſs, every ſtep is made. 
Let him conſider. hom the Country attends, 
the Jury inquires, the Judge often Reprieves, 
and the Sovereign ſometimes remits the Sen- 
tence: And all this, for no other Reaſon, but 
becauſe They are ſo much afraid of doing 
Juſtice unjuſtly ; and becauſe They heartily 
Subſcribe to that good old. Heathen. Admont- 
tion: Concerning the Life aud Death of Mau, 
no tarrying can poſſibly be too long, het * | 
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the moſt implacable Man of Honour but du- 
ly. weigh all this, in his calm and better 
Thoughts; And then Jet him (ay, with what 
Hondur He can rafhly ſpill one Drop of hu- 
man Blood, which God's Miniſter always ſpills 
with ſo much fear and caution. With what 
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Honour we demand, as well as with what 


Conſcience, can He do this ? For we may now 
cloſe this Point with a Reflexion which re- 
calls that Notion ; and which joins Diſhonour 
to Irreligion in the cafe of Blood. The Re- 
flexion I mean is that of Jacob, as now lying 


on his Death-Bed, and the Twelve famous 


Patriarchs ſtanding ronnd about him. The 
good old Man was then taking his laft Leave, 
and diſtributing his reſpective Bleſſings to al 
his Sons. But two of theſe having been 
ſometime guilty of a cruel flanghter, the ve- 
ry ſound of their Names, and the remembrance 
of fo Blick a Guilt, diſorder'd the Patriarch 
in his hut Minutes. It occafion'd thetefore 
his intertfiixing even a Curſe among thoſe 
famous Bleſſings ; and his dying with a me- 
morable Proreſtation; not only againſt the 


Wickednefs, but the Diſhonour of the Fact. 


Simeon and Levi, faid He, dre Brethren ; In- 
firuments of Cruelty art in their Habitations. 
O my Soul, come not thou into their Secret. 
unto their Aſſewblj mine Honour be not thou 
united For in their Anger they flew 4 Man — 
Curſed be their Anger for it was fierce 5 and they 
; C 2 Wrab 


20 A Sermon Preach d 


Wrath for it was cruel, Gen. 49. 5 6, 7. This 


was that Firſt Degree of Guilt which is to be 
charg'd upon every Duelliſt when he engages 
in that raſh Attempt : vis. That by attempt- 
ing to commit a Murder, he uſurps God's 


Vindi&ive Juſtice in this World. 


The Second, which in the ſame Circum- 


ſtances is to be charg'd upon him, is of ano- - 


ther Nature viz. That by riſquing a Self- 
Murder, He defies the ſame Juſtice on Him- 
ſelf in the World to come. For though ſud- 
den Death be not always the Effect, yet 'tis 


always the Chance of Dxel : And therefore 
whoever cauſeleſsly runs the riſque of this, 


is, by Interpretation, a Self-Murderer, guilty 
of deſerting the Poſt of Life in unrepented. 
Sin. Life is no Man's Property : It 1s given 
us with ſeveral Conditions and Relations, 
which we can never abſolutely Diſcharge ; 


and for that Reaſon it is not ſtriffly to be 


eſteemed our own. Strictly it is not᷑ bur own, 


but Familys : Whoſe Support and Educa- 


tion is entail'd upon us, and which can never 


be abandon'd but by a Crime worſe than 


Infidelity. Again; Strictly it is not our own, 
but Soverergr*s: under whoſe Shadow we are 
Protected, and to whom we are Reciprocally 
indebted the Duty and Service of Good Sub- 


jects. Above all, it is not ſtrictly our own, 


but God's. God; who has committed Life 
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to All, as a State of Stewardſhip; and 'as a 
State of Tryal. A State of Stewardſhip, 
which we muſt not quit without accounting: 
And a State of Tryal, which our Great Judge 
only knows when it may be ſafely clos'd. 
For theſe Reaſons it is, that every cauſeleſs 
Deſertion of our Station, and Poſt in Life, 
muſt appear a very heinous Crime: How 


much more ſo, when Rebellion is added to 


Deſertion, and to the quitting of the good 


Things of this World, a defiance of all the 


Evil of the next. Yet ſuch is the Cafe of 
Him, who runs upon one Sword, while He 
draws andther; and in his own, as well as 
Brother's —_ breaks that Command of 
God ; © Thou ſhalt not Kill. He who breaks 


« 
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this by Murder, ſtands: in need undoubtedly 


of a very ſevere Repentance: But He who 
breaks it by Self. Murder too, excludes the 
{till greater Repentance which he needs. For 
Repentance being a thorough change of 
Mind, a Man, in that laſt revengeful Minute, 
has neither an Opportunity, nor a Diſpoſi. 
tion for ſuch a Change. Far from either of 
theſe, the Sun is like to go down for Ever 
uon his Wrath : He ventures to leave the 
World Unforgiving, and Unforgiven ; involv'd 
in three horrible Things which we pray 
againſt ; Battel, and Murder, and Sudden 

Death. 1 | . 


But 
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But theſe are melancholy Reflexions, fitter 
for Meditation than Diſcourſe. What hin- 
ders then, but that we recur, for a comforta- 


ble Coneluſion, to that moſt Excellent, al- 


ways ſeaſonable Inſtruction of owr Lord's 
Prayer? There we may freely ask the forgive- 
neſs of our greateſt Faults ; if we never dif- 
qualify ourſelves, by refuſing to forgive our 
Neighbour. There we may Inimbly pray, 
that God would never lead ws into this great 

Temptation Or, if for our Sins He ſhould 
ſuffer this, that He would deliver 2 from rhe 
Evil which attends it. For Her, and not 
ours, ir the Kingdom. He is the Sovereign 
Judge of all the World : the Proprietor of 
ours, and our Brother's Life. Hi, and not 
ours, is the Power. On Him alone we muſt 
depend for Juſtice, Able, as He is ready, to 
revenge our Quarrel. His, and not ours, i- 
the Glory. Glory, as well as Vengeance, E- 
ternally is his Prerogative : And there is no 
True — but that which proceeds from 
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